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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 


FLASH! for rather SPLASH!) 


DATE: Thursday, December 6,1990 

TIME: Doors open at 7 p.m. Meeting starts 

at 7:30 sharp! 

PLACE: Richmond Elementary School 

(Main entrance, turn right, 
upstairs, north wing) 

2780 Richmond Road. 

Parking is available on site or on the North side of 
Townley St. Please note that we must be out by 10 p.m. 

(Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month 
from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

- Group Business 

- Questions & Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 

The December meeting will be devoted to fielding 
questions from members and determining what topics 
are of interest to members for future demos. 


Owing to the recent inclement weather and 
flooding, we are unable to give a detailed summary 
of the November meeting or mail received this 
month. Consequently this is a very brief newsletter. 

Thanks to Joe and Ben Young, we had a very 
interesting demo of Logo Leggo in which they 
showed how vehicles or machines constructed from 
Leggo blocks can be controlled by programming an 
Apple using Logo. The kits are quite expensive, 
starting in the $500 range, if my memory serves me 
correctly, but would be great fun for kids young or 
old. 

The Swap N'Shop seems to have been very 
successful, and we will probably have another if 
members want one. Of course, anyone having 
something to sell or wanting to buy can bring it up 
at any meeting, or place an ad in this Newsletter 
(it's free). 


ELECTIONS 91 

Next month we will be electing a new executive 
for 1991. Anyone who is interested in running for 
one of the positions (shown above) should let one 
of the present executive know. 


BOOK LIBRARY 

Denis wants to remind everyone who has borrowed 
books to return them. It seems that many books are 
being borrowed for long periods, which makes 
them unavailable to others. 













































WANTED 

Denis Seguin needs a parallel printer card. If 
anyone has one for sale, see him at the meeting or 
call 477-4486. 

Jacqueline Wilson is wanting to purchase a super 
serial card. Call 385-7025. 


MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome two new members this month: 


CP/M was already ALMOST over. Only three 
months later I.B.M. sold its first "PC". By the 
Spring of 1983 not only did I.B.M have a 
stranglehold on the business microcomputer 
market but its introduction of the PC/XT, which 
was no longer compatible 
with the CP/M-86 operating 
system, destroyed any reason 
for programmers to develop 
software for Kildall's Disk 
Operating System: 

henceforward DOS meant 
PC-dos or MS-dos. 



Pete Boucher 382-9654 
Glen Giesbrecht 385-9193 


A Bouq uet fr> Quality Computers 

from David Barlow 


At the Swap’n'Shop session of last month's 
meeting, I purchased a three-year-old version of 
RAMUP. When I phoned Quality Computers for 
their update policy, I expected the usual request for 
the return of the original disk or the manual's title 
page since I was not the 
registered owner. To my 
surprise, they required neither! 
They believed my story, took 
my VISA number, and 
registered me for the current 
version right then on the 
phone. They even anticipated 
a mailing request by stating 
that they no longer ship UPS to Canada as a result 
of customer complaints. The package arrived less 
than ten days later. That's what I call service - a 
company that believes and listens to its customers! 



EIGHT BITS 

/AND THIRTY BUCKS AMERICAN) 

by Ron Bannister 

In the June 1981 issue of Byte Magazine 
Dr.Gary Kildall, then the President of Digital 
Research Associates, published an article on CP/M. 
As the man most closely identified with that system 
from its very earliest days in 1972, when Intel and 
M.A.A. (Digital's predecessor company) introduced 
it as a companion to their powerful PL/M 
systems-programming language, Kindall was of 
course advocating the advantages of the new 16 bit 
version (CP/M-86) and the multi-user MP/M 
system. But the truth was that the golden age of 


In many ways all this is not to be deplored: 
32 bit machines almost as capable as 
minicomputers are now within the financial reach 
of 'virtually anyone who needs that kind of power 
and it's certain that IBM's leadership and 
standardisation is responsible for a large part of 
this progress. Nevertheless the myriad of small 
creative manufacturers which flourished in the 
decade one may assign to 1972-1982 have mostly 
vanished and the wonderful machines they 
designed are abandoned, junked and melted down 
for their gold content. 


There is not space to discuss the continued 
validity of CP/M for 8 bit machines, and in 
particular for the Apple II series of 
microcomputers, but perhaps a brief look at the 
history of computers may support my belief that 
the demise of CP/M had nothing to do with its 
usefulness or lack of it but rather with the 
unprecedented speed of change in the computer 
world and the domination of that world by a 
company which is notorious for its suspicion of 
things "not made here". One really should not go 
back to the Jacquard loom as the dawn computer: 
it is enough to begin, as did the British Science 
Museum in its 1981 Exhibition, with Charles 
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Babbage's early 1800’s Analytic Engine. Great 
calculators of brass and early punch-card systems 
followed Babbage's Folly but it took over a 
century before these tick-tock mechanical devices 
yielded to the first relay-type computer, which 
was built in 1940 by Bell Telephone. 

Only 12 years passed before Sperry Rand 
was able to market the first commercially 
available mainframe, the UNTVAC. Another 8 
years saw the advent of the transistor and the 
demise of the vacuum tube, a development which 
reduced the size of a mainframe by more than 
90%. By 1964 Small Scale Integration - the 
packing of perhaps a dozen or so components 
within a single chip - had been achieved and 
Digital Equipment was able to introduce the 
PDP-8 minicomputer. 


By the start of the 1970's Large Scale 
Integration and the concurrent development of 
diskdrives by Shugart had made possible the the 
marketing of the first tme microcomputers, such as 
the MITS Altair series out of New Mexico, and 
dozens of firms sprang up over the next decade to 
advance the new technology; and of course the 
pace since then has dizzied 
the market to such an extent 
that the practice of leasing 
new equipment is not so 
much a tax-avoidance 
measure as a strategy for 
survival. 



Not all the products of this microcomputer 
florescence were Intel and Zilog powered. The 
Motorola mc6800 and the MOS6502 were widely 
used and moreover many of the Intel machines 
had a native mode which differed from CP/M, but 
all the latter COULD use CP/M and it was this 
operating system which became the lingua franca. 
Even when the extraordinary Apple, a 6502 
computer, appeared in 1976 it was quickly 


] equipped with a Z80 co-processor and CP/M by 
third-party manufacturers and these cards continue 
to be marketed: the last price I saw was $30 US 
Funds (October 1990 Computer Shopper). 

Since that's the only 
outlay (apart from software) you 
will require, why not read the 
excellent little book "THE 
COMPLEAT APPLE CP/M" 
which is in our library and 
launch yourself on the wide and 
sunny sea of CP/M? I can promise you a much 
friendlier operating system than PRODOS. As far 
as software is concerned, well over 30 megabytes 
of Public Domain or Shareware programmmes are 
available right here in Victoria - and they are all 
intended to function within a 64K 8 bit 

environment! The video rom of the //e will stymie 
you in the exploration of ZCPR and high speed 
telecommunications work and you cannot run a 
programme in colour. The games available are 
pitiful and I would hate to configure a midi system 
for an Apple running CP/M but there is so much 
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sophisticated software available that it is wasteful to 
ignore it: remember that virtually all programmes 
are transportable from one CP/M machine to 
another in much the same way as IBM programmes 
are today - hence the wealth. Go to it! 
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BITS'N PIECES 


With the December issue, inCider/A+ is 
now including Macintosh, which is more bad news 
for Apple II owners. In his editorial, Dan Muse 
states that "Apple II will continue to be our primary 
focus". I think we all know what that means: in 
spite of good intentions, Mac articles will probably 
gradually take over and present advertisers of 
Apple n products may drop out, and another Apple 
n magazine will bite the dust. Let's hope not! 
Nibble is now the last of the Apple II line and it is 
struggling. 

INWORDS, the new software for the 
Quickie scanner has apparently still not been 
released, according to one distributor. Your editor 
has been waiting for a copy for over a month now. 

" . ...‘\ 


ByteSGomputers 

I- the better way of doing business 

Don J. McCormack 

— DIVISION OF McKAY SYSTEMS CORP. LTD.- 

2001A Douglas St.. Victoria. B.C. VST 4K9 
Tel: (604) 333-4485 Fax: (604) 383-2715 


J 

C REDITS 

APPLES VICTORIA is an independent 
publication not affiliated or otherwise associated 
with or sponsored or sanctioned by Apple 
Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. The 
opinions, statements, positions, and views stated 
herein are solely those of the author(s) or publisher 
and are not intended to be the opinions, statements, 
positions or views of Apple Computer, Inc. or 
Apple Canada Inc. Apple n, n+. He, nc+. He, Ilgs 
and Macintosh are registered trademarks of Apple 
Computer, Inc. AppleWorks and AppleWorks GS 
are registered trademarks of Claris Corporation. 



( To aCC our readers, 

I lH I !■ . . JI . 

a j i 

We tins ft you a Merry Christmas, 
We 'wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We urish you a Merry Christmas, 
find a Wappy fA ($zv year! 
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